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Absolute no. of votes down
in 88 seats from 5 years ago

TURNOUT %AGE DOWN IN ALL KERALA SEATS

Times InsigHT Group

fter five rounds of pol-
\ ling, an analysis of tur
A Anout shows that of the
409 seats where data can be
compared with 2019, nearly
two-thirds, or 258, have witnes-
sed a lower percentage turno-
ut this year and 88 (more than
one in five) have seen even the
absolute number of votesdrop
from five yearsago.
Most phases so far have se-
en lower turnouts than in 2019,
though the gap has varied

Page: Lavasa says

PE
EC should disclose data

from phase to phase and indi-
vidual states have witnessed
both higher and lower turno-
uts than five years ago. The
comparison is with votes cast
via EVMs last time since data
for postal vates is notavailable
for2024 sofar.

Seats with lower turnout
or lower absolute vote num-
bersare not evenly spread but
bunched insome states. For in-
stance, all 20 of Kerala's seats
saw the turnout drop and 12 of
them recorded fewer votes in
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Ph 5 turnout 62.2%, lowest so far

1though the phase on May 20 saw the lowest overall voter
4"\ turnout among the five rounds of polling completed
thus far it was also the first phase to witness a higher female
voter turnout (63%) as compared to men (61.5%), reports

Bharti Jain. As per the final

turnout figures for Phase 5 (ba-

sed on only EVM votes) released by EC on Thursday, the ove-

rall polling was 62.2%, way

lower than 69.2% recorded in

Phased,65.7% in Phase 3,66.7% in Phase 2and 66.1% in Phase
1. Bengal recorded the highest polling at 78.4%, followed by
Odishaat73.5%, Ladakhat71.7%. At59.1%, J&K’s Baramulla
recorded the highest turnout since 1989.

EVMs than in 2019. In Uttarak-
hand, teo, all five seats saw lo-
wer turnout and three of the
six had fewer people voting
thistime. In Rajasthanand Ta-
milNadu, nearly half the seats

saw the absolute number of
voters declining and almost
90% of theseats inthese states
recorded lower turnout.

»A fewer voters, P 7

Women voted more
than men in 137 seats

‘They’re Seeking
More Say In
Governance’

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In nearly 32% of
Lok Sabha constituencies —
137 out of the 427 seats for
which voter turnout data has
been released — females have
aceounted for higher percent-
ageof votes cast inthefirst five
phasesof elections.
According to political
analysts, though higher per-
centage of women voters
does not imply their dom-
inance in numbers, more fe-
males coming out to vote is
an encouraging trend and a
signal that they are seeking
moresay in governance.
The Election Commis-
sion’s turnout data show
that in Bihar, where polling
has been completed in 24 of

The trend was no differ-
ent in nearly half of all
the seats in Kerala and
Tamil Nadu, while all the
LS constituencies in
Gujarat and Maharash-
tra saw higher percent-
age of male voters exer-
cising their franchise
than women

40 seats, ahigher percentage
of female voters came out to
exercise their franchise in
2 i

LEAVING THEIR MARK ON DEMOCRACY
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where polling has been com-
pletedsawasimilar trend. In
West Bengal, 18 out of the 25
constituencies that have
gone to polls have also re-
ported higher percentage of
registered women electors

in the last
four phases. In the first
phase, only Jamui saw high-
er percentage of women
electors casting their votes,
In Jharkhand too, where
polling has been completed
for eight seats in the fourth
and fifth phases, a higher
percentage of females turn-
ed up at polling stations
across all constituencies. In
the case of Odisha, five out
of the nine constituencies

casting .

The trend was no differ-
ent in nearly half of all the
seats in Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, while all the LS con-
stituencies in Gujarat and
Maharashtra_saw higher
percentage of male voters
exercising their franchise
than women.

Ranjana Kumari, direc-
tor of Centre for Social Re-
search, said, “Weareobserv-
ing a similar pattern where

women are voting more in
numbers in many constitu-
encies in thiselection. Wom-
enhavelargely been the ben-
eficiaries (lavarthis) of wel-
fare programmes. The polit-
ical aspiration among local
women has also increased
since 1993 when Panchayati
Raj Act waspassedand wom-
en became elected represen-
tatives. That's also helping
women make their own deci-
sions and there ismore polit-
ical consciousness.”

Prasanna Mishra, a Bhu-
baneswarbased former bu-
reaucrat and public policy
analyst, said more women vot-
ing indicates better social mo-
bility
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‘EC should disclose data...doubt is created because
of want of information, delay in action’

Former election cotiunlssioner Ashok Lovase heals
et e lesioe of Biais, frrtot niribersand FormldiCin
eontersafion with Dipak Dash saying there o meelf
A st ng defer or podes il i.nrmrmfpu]'ullﬂ: heraarse
there’s o gysiem of crossehecks. Bul there's need'in, moke
rthings more open”, becawse “more She Somisprrency,
FT LT T

» Dppositionpanies and ac ECis bhased,

Electinn Commisaion's neutralily 18 alWays under
walch, particularly tested in r_\xﬂ'phml.'l agalnsl party
In povi or its members. That's alWays been a challenge.
Hut in terms of {aking copni@spes oF respomnding
lo complainis. whether againsi members o party
In govt, or anyone elss EC o (he past has besn
Toown tobn e kmmedinte act lon per

procedure.

Complalpte, espectally of vials
ton of Madel Code of Coniduet
(MEC), e dispesed of swifily EC
wolild Seek & Deld report frst io
ascertaln veraclly of complalnt bo
readhin prima fecke view whether a
case 1s [ o Bt nothes. The persan
1, ghven oppartunlty b hespond

== "belureaction Binitioted When timely
actinn 1507 laket I lsads o doubits, copiroverdies.
That's when people allege EC lan't observing
meutralicy. This lsn'Unew. Delay creates mispivings,

@ How canit be dealtwith?

Tvealways been ol the view, and hnd sugpestedeven
Whenlwas bn EC, that lirst, all somplalnts should beon
ECE webaite Actlon taken report shiowld also be on the
wehalie so theat people loow the sintus of all complainis.

Spcnn], dispozal of complabnis should be tmehouwd,
which should be included in MCC itsedf It shonsld specify
procedune and tmellne fie Commbedon to follow Delay
af aday or two isn’Lan ssue Third, sven polltical partbes
ahould take responsibillty for MOC violations by thelr
lewdless, s ides bisdd g biwd vidianls aceoissialkle.

Allthis can be done anly iF theres a revlew of MOC
In consuliation with all palitieal porties. Tthink there's

need 1o make fhings more open The moment EC
adberes o Umelines, 'S oo thing for people o be
satisfied with actlon taken, but at least nobody will
accuse it of Inaction

® EC's mol made phase-wise vole coumi publie. The
matier's reached SC.

Two aspects here. One, peaple are L doubit becanse
Informntion kEn't available Bul that dossn’t Indicate
manipulat ion It anly creates doubl

Two, system prescribed or conduct of polls, main
tenance of records, preparation of presiding offcers”

dlary, amnd & tate leal oot of vobes cast in Form 170 &
very clear. A signed copy of Form 1TC (the sumnmary of
voles casl in any given pall statlon) is 1o be given o
palling agents of all candidates. A copy in a closed
envelope ks kept with EVMs, and sealed In the strong-
ropm immediately after the material ls deposited with
the refurning officer (RO,

Infact i Iremember right, ECs manunl says prei-
ding aMder should make carbon copkes, 20 he doesnt
mahe a mistake, Thiscan beaccedsed dirlng counting
Asystem is in placetoensure thenimber InForm 170 sl
lase ol pell s indeed the nmber counted.

Precedent has been that within howrs of endof poll,

EC shared with public approximate oumbers via
mwdia. Serullny a4 per procedure ol predlding offleesd”
dllary, which alao containg thisdata ls donethe day afier
e this ks submiiied by RO and abserver, EC elther
decldes on o repall. or provides s more accurofe
number of voles cast. EC belng the custodion of all
these lacts shouldd laclossthis data There's no harmin
kg i paklie.

ifom't think thepe's any meril in sugpesting thedatn
or the vates will be manipolated, because theres o
aystem of crasschecks, Dould Is created becanse of
want of Informat lon,

® EC officers say calculale voles cast from electorale
nuimibiers and larnout i

Technically, ECs righl. Twa types of peajpls are
Interestsd. Thecindidals andawane cllbsns Thiough
polling agents, & candldate can know exasl mumber
al vates cast via Farm ITC Bul they must somiplle
dataof il Farm 1TCa, 1T there are Wicandidates inan
LS eonatiiuency, all of them need to colléct this data
[rom thelr palllng agenis. Such inbulation may have
s own Ingccursches.

Peaple af large don't have scceds Lo Form 17C. I's
unfilr For anyane b #xpect public o caleilale Viles
casthy wisliing the webslie

116 far alm pler for BC to campile and pot oul this
data I1's like by a erichet madeh o olden days, when
satmebady would mamally plaoe thescore, overs and
wickets ona scoreboard. L eould be sald the nsaich s
i, seane B4 being kepd so there's no need for Uhe badard
Bt you do Keep liforming people, Since you fee the
data, therelare I you dbeiode e daln, (1S good for he
system, More the ransparency, move the trust.

There may be reservatbons on EC's part thal these
Mgures may changs, (here can be discrepancles,
which will create doubl But discrepancles can also be
wamlnined. Therve are one million palling stations, that
oy preaidlng officers are Olling in the data; soeme-
body can make i milstake anvilme. Dot [don's think we
should el carried away bacniide soifielisdV has mnde
a misiake. Palnt 1s Form 17C bs signsd by an olficer
respansibleon behalfl of EC. IEhas legal validity
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{ VOTER TURNOUT RECORDS } TOP COURT TO HEAR MATTER TODAY

‘How is it a secret’: ECI faces

questions on poll data stand

Aditi Agrawal
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission (EC)’s reluctance on
immediate disclosure of
authenticated polling figures
on its website, for which it said
there was “no legal mandate”,
was criticised by lawyers, activ-
ists and smaller parties, who
said the law does not prohibit
the poll body from doing so
either.

“What is the problem with
revealing the number of votes
cast? How is it a secret affair?
This is not a matter of state
security. Does this threaten the
national security?” senior
advocate and Rajya Sabha
member Kapil Sibal said.

Dr Lubna Sarwath, who con-
tested the May 13 Lok Sabha
polls from Hyderabad constitu-
ency, wrote to Telangana chief
electoral officer (CEO) and
other state officials, requesting
for a copy of Form 17C Part I
—the account of votes recorded
at the polling booth filled by
the presiding officer of every
polling station after the voting
ends for the day.

“I did not have resources to
set up polling agents... As such
I urge you to give me scanned
or physical copies of Form 17C
Part I, ‘Accounts of Votes

A polling official on clu{y in
Patna on May 22. M

Recorded’, all of polling
booths...” she wrote in the
email dated May 21, seeking
polling figures from all 1,944
booths in the constituency. “I
undertake to bear the cost of
copying/printing as billed.”

Citing “total lack of resour-
ces”, Sarwath, who fought the
election on a small regional
party Vidhyarthula Rajakiya
Party’s ticket, told HT: “If [ hire
polling agents, I need to dis-
patch them to the 1,994 booths
across the constituency. I need
to pay them an honorarium for
staying at the booths for so
long...”

Two hours after her email to
the CEO, she also wrote to Chief
Justice of India (CJT) Dhanan-
jaya Y Chandrachud, seeking a
copy of Form 17C Part I, and
annexures to Form 17A where
the returning officer of the con-

stituency notes whether a
repolling is required in any
booth while scrutinising the
papers a day after polling ends
in the seat.

Lack of resources for multi-
ple parties is part of the reason
why the petitioners — non-
profit Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms (ADR) and
watchdog Common Cause —
filed an application in the
Supreme Court seeking an
order to the EC to publish Form
17C Part 1 on its website. The
Supreme Court is likely to hear
the matter on Friday.

The EC, in its response, sub-
mitted through an affidavit that
there is “no legal mandate to
provide the Form 17C to any
person other than the candi-
date or his agent” and that the
CoER “do not permit giving of
the copy of Form 17C to any
other entity”.

Senior advocate Sibal disa-
greed with the poll body’s
response.

“There is no prohibition
under the law [about disclosing
the Form 17C to the public at
large]. It is an official form. It is
not a private form. It records
the number of votes cast. That
is a public document,” he
said.

Anjali Bhardwaj, a transpar-
ency activist and member of

the governing board of Com-
mon Cause, too, disagreed.
“What the EC is saying about
the lack of legal mandate is
inexplicable. It is problematic
under the Right to Information
Act as well because until and
unless some information is
explicitly exempted, it must be
shared with the people,” she
said.

The EC interprets that Part I
and Part I (filled at the time of
counting with details of num-
ber of votes recorded for each
candidate) of Form 17C “are
non-segregable from the per-
spective of Election Commis-
sion.

The relationship between
Part [ and Part I completes the
election process, and only
thereafter, the electoral scheme
makes the forms in its entirety
available for public inspec-
tion.”

Bhardwaj countered this
interpretation. “It is quite clear
that Parts [ and II of the form
are segregable because a copy
of Part I is shared with the poll-
ing agent of the candidate.
What if the polling agent
uploads it to a website? Mahua
Moitra [TMC candidate] had
uploaded the data last week on
her X account by sourcing it
from polling agents,” Bhardwaj
argued.
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Once a premier seat, political aspirations

of many shades flower in Phulpur

Phulpur Lok Sabha
constituency, once
represented by
Jawaharlal Nehru, is
witnessing a triangular
contest and will vote in
the sixth phase on May 25

Rajesh Kumar Singh

rajesh.singh@htlive.com

PHULPUR : The Phulpur Lok
Sabha constituency near the
Sangam (confluence of the
Ganga, Yamuna and the mythi-
cal Saraswati) has been witness
to the rise of contrasting politi-
cal forces over the years and is
seeing a triangular fight in 2024.

From being a Congress-so-
cialist stronghold to the hub of
regional forces, it went on to be
won by the BJP twice in 2014
and 2018. This time, it votes in
the sixth phase on May 25.

In its over seven-decade elect-
oral history, it has seen the best
of times and the worst of times
and now yearns to be back in
the limelight for the right rea-
sons.

From being the country’s pre-
mier constituency when India’s
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru won the seat in the 1952,
1957 and 1962 Lok Sabha elec-
tions (he represented it till his
deathin 1964), it touched a low
in 2004 when gangster-turned-
politician Atiq Ahmed won the
seat on the Samajwadi Party
ticket. Atig and his brother Kha-
lid Azeem alias Ashraf, a former
MLA, were shot dead in April
2023.

“Atiq Ahmed is the past. The
Muslims have come out of his
shadow. We wantour constitu-
ency to be recognised for send-
ing leaders like Jawaharlal
Nehru, VP Singh and Vijaylakh-
smi Pandit to the Lok Sabha,”
says Haji Mohammad Hasnain
Siddiqui, resident of Kaithana
locality in Phulpur town, 31 km
north of Prayagraj.

In 1962, socialist ideologue
Ram Manohar Lohia filed his
nomination against Nehru.
Though Lohia lost the election,
yet he sowed the seeds of the
socialism in the constituency.

In the 1969 bypoll, Janeshwar

Mishra, known as Chhote Lohia,
contested the election on the
Samyukta Socialist Party ticket
and defeated Congress candi-
date Keshav Dev Malviya.
Decades later, the IFFCO fer-
tilizer factory on the Phulpur-
Jaunpur highway connects the
constituency with the Nehru-In-
dira era, says Gopal Krishna
Dwivedi, former vice- president
of Allahabad district Congress
Committee. The early 1990s
saw the rise of Mandal politics
in Uttar Pradesh and the Phul-
pur constituency did not remain
untouched by caste politics.
With the ascent of the Samaj-
wadi Party and the Bahujan
Samaj Party, the caste calculus
came into play. The Kurmis
dominated the politics of Phul-
pur. In 1989 and 1991 Lok Sabha
elections, Ram Pujan Patel won
the seat on the Janata Dal ticket.
Jang Bahadur Pate]l won the
seat in 1996 and 1998 on the SP
ticket. In 1999, Dharmraj Patel
retained the seat for the SP.
The politics of Uttar Pradesh
took a new turn when major
parties failed to get a majority in
the 2002 assembly election.
The relevance of defectors,
smaller parties, muscle and
money power increased. During
that period, Phulpur was in the
grip of anti-social elements
involved in illicit liquor, gam-
bling and weapon smuggling .
Over a decade later, the BJP
won the Phulpur seat for the
first time in 2014 when Keshav
Prasad Maurya defeated
Dharam Raj Singh Patel of the

SP. Maurya vacated the seat
after he was made deputy chief
minister in 2017. The SP
defeated the BJP in the 2018
bypoll but the BJP bounced
back in 2019 as its candidate
Keshari Devi Patel defeated her
nearest rival Pandhari Yadav of
the SP. Patel polled over 55 %
votes,

Former Allahabad Students
Union leader Sunil Dwivedi says
the BJP has been able to make
inroads into the non-Yadav OBC
vote base of the SP and non-
Jatav support base of the BSP in
the constituency.

The BJP's support base
includes 13% OBC Kurmi voters,
12% Pasi Dalit voters, 20% upper
castes -- Rajput, Brahmin Kay-
astha voters -- as well as
extremely backward castes,
including Pals, Baghels and
Binds, besides Lonias, Visha-
wakarmas and Kasaudhans.

The SP is relying on the sup-
port of 12% Muslim and 10%
Yadav voters.

In the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, the BJP has replaced its sit-
ting MP Keshari Devi Patel with
Praveen Patel, the sitting MLA
from Phulpur.

The SP has fielded Amarnath
Maurya, who was earlier with
the BSP. The BSP has fielded
Jagannath Pal, an aide of party
founder Kanshi Ram.

URBAN-RURAL DIVIDE

The urban-rural divide in the
constituency is quite obvious as
one moves from the posh Civil
Lines area of Prayagraj city

passing by the iconic Anand
Bhawan that was once the cen-
tre of Congress politics, to Alla-
habad University once called
Oxford of the East and Motilal
Nehru National Institute of
Technology- a premier engi-
neering college. The urban
pockets of Prayagarj — Allaha-
bad West and Allahabad North
assembly segments — are part
of the Phulpur constituency.

“Rather than Rae Bareli or
Amethi, people should watch
the political activities in Allaha-
bad- Phulpur. If there is any
rumbling for change in politics,
it will start from here,” says
Amod Srivastava, a political
observer.

Professor MP Dubey, former
head of the political science
department at Allahabad Uni-
versity, says, “Today, caste fac-
tor dominates the politics of
Phulpur, The SP, BSP and Con-
gress are working on caste for-
mula while the BIP is trying to
consolidate its hold with politics
of polarisation.”

The Indian Coffee House in
the heart of Civil Lines is abuzz
with political discussion just
days before polling,

Bhaskar Tiwari, a former stu-
dent of Allahabad University,
says, “There is a straight contest
between the NDA and INDIA
bloc in Phulpur but keep a
watch on BSP voters. In the 2019
Lok Sabha election, despite an
alliance between the SP- BSP, a
large chunk of the BSP vote
shifted to the BIP, paving the
way for a landslide victory. In

the 2024 Lok Sabha election, the
BSP is going solo. The NDA will
not enjoy a big edge over the
INDIA alliance,” he says.

Another student Shiv Kumar
Verma says the Modi and Yogi
factors are vote catchers for the
BIP.

Meanwhile, preparations for
the Kumbh-2025 are in full
swing.

Roads are being widened,
new water supply pipes are
being laid, the drainage system
is being cleaned, the railway sta-
tion and public guest houses are
undergoing renovation.

“The state government has
madea big plan for the success-
ful organization of the Kumbh,
the construction of the express-
way will not only benefit the
local people but the people from
across the state, it will give
thrust te economic develop-
ment and generate employment
in the region,” says UP indus-
trial development minister,
Nand Gopal Gupta Nandi, MLA
from Allahabad South.

A new market complex, mod-
ern offices, hotels, residential
colonies, high-rise buildings
and the new Yamuna bridge, the
country’s longest cable-stayed
bridge, dot the skyline of the
city, eclipsing the old structures
of the British period.

“During the Congress govern-
ment, an industrial area was set
up in Phulpur and ceramic units
were set up, Later, the units
closed down. Now, the BIP gov-
ernment is working for the
revival of industries by allotting
land to the new industrial area,”
says Ashok Yadav an employee
at the block office.

After crossing the bridge on
the Ganga near Allahabad fort
one enters Jhusi that leads to
the rural hinterland of the Phul-
pur constituency spread across
the fertile plains of the Ganga.

Chatnag village on the Ganga
bank is dominated by Nishads,
Kurmis and Yadavs. Gram prad-
han Shiv Narayan Yadav says,
“While the Kurmis and Nishads
are rallying round the BJP, the
Yadavs and Muslims are sup-
porting the SP. Along with the
core Dalit vote, the BSP is work-
ing to get the OBC and Muslim
vote.”
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PHASE 6 TOMORROW

Officials leave for their polling stations in Bhubaneswar on Thursday. Fifty-eight Lok Sabha
constituencies in eight states and Union Territories will vote in the sixth phase on May 25. ANI

Women voter turnout higher
than men in Phase 5, says EC

0f 24 seats which saw higher women 2024
polling, 22 saw same trend in 2019 EMen  ®Women

PHASE 1: (66.14%*)
66.22% £6.07%
DAMININATH BUSINESS AS USUAL 65223 M €607
NEW DELHI, MAY 23 AN i) PHASE 2: (66.71%)
! By UNNY

o

-
7Stk o Modet code

Aoy

FORTHE first time this election,
the turnout of women voters

PHASE 3: (65.68%")
PHASE 4:(69.16%*)

PHASE5: (62.20%")

2019
Overall | Men | Women
i 674% | 67.070% | 5718%
(67 r cent) in the 2019 Source:EC *Overall
- CONTINUEDONPAGE 2 i 3ot
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was higher than the turnout of
men’ o2
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All players

Pioneer

set for penultimate hattle

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI  Delhi, OK SA D) ard) sod Pramod . sndthe D) of the BJP taking on former
el S sy e ([ [TTETRTNRERTR] o i, The o o, (Urzbaend g e Lo
logans ranging from (BJP) from Sultany rrlm 2024 LS voting concludes for States marked in red on May 25 [NEANN piiyrid d‘ﬂm“ to The INDIA Bloc is clearly N.,i Conference candidate  Yadav for the SP.
Sympathiscrs of Pakistan  Pradesh), Malibo e aers NO. OF strike down the OBC status counting on the sympathy and influential Gujiar leader In Haryana, the BIP is
changing the (PDP) Anantnag- ranted to 77 classes’ in wave following Kejriwals Mian Altaf and the Apni contesting all 10 seats on its
B o o appointing  Rajouri (Jammu & Kashmir, (Vest Bengal since 2010t hit  arrest. The BIP's campuign, Party's Zafur lgbal Khan own While the Congress is
Amit Shah as a next Prime Abhm: Gangopadhyay (BJP) out at INDIA Bloc, on the other hand, relies on  Manhas, who has the BIP's fighting on nine scats, the
ister 10 assault on Swati  from Tamlok (s, Bengal), saying its “obsession with Prime Minister Narendra backing.Democratic AAP is fighting on the lone
Maliwal to Adityanath vs ey BJP's Manohar ~Lal appeasement” has crossed Modi's development agenda Progressive  Azad  Party scat of Kurukshetra. The
Arvind Kejriwal dominated Khattar (Karnal, Haryana) every limit. while = questioning  the | (DPAP) lesder  Mohamed high-pitched campaigning,
in the sixth phase Ot poling - Neveen ol {k,,mm,,"; The contest in the national credentials of Kejriwal, the which saw the presence of
as Teappeipalag en Raj Babbar { Gury Capital  has come once anti- corruption i n. §u|lanpul which is a  top leaders including Mods,
or ly 25 polls Dincsh Lal hd.v al . interesting as it is a direct crusader who is now named seat to watch, next doof to  BJP chief ] P Nadda, Union
[nrsulnks.b jsspresd Nirahua ( Azamgach) and t between the BJP and as accused in a money Amethi, another Gandhi, Ministers Amit  Shah,
in six States .nd nion iua Indeqll Singh INDIA Bloc parties — the laundering case. Maneka Gandhi of the BJP.is Rajnath  Singh,  Nitin
F50 (Gus g Congress and the Aam At the peak of campaigning locked in a keen contest with ~ Gadkari, Chicf Ministers of
l‘f“i‘: r‘n;hnl ‘:ms phase Su m ,5"""" has been 1 Aadmi Party (AAP) after the in Odisha, BJP's Puri her Samajwadi Party rival BJP-ruled States, Congress
y Interesting s 428 [ Kurukshetra, release of Arvind Kejival candidate  Sambit  Patra Miyawatiled BSPs party leaders Rahul, Privanka
that all seven sca elhl  constituencies across 25 L mwm:“m: on an interim bail for [ & S it TR rocitnee Udra] Verms: s Gepdhd Vadsa: Kejriwl and
and ‘sl “The 10" sexts" In States and Union Territorics, ‘Gurgaon, Faridabad | €lectoral campaigning. e, 50, ¥ Lordt hak o Do Kt caste: Bop. - Teotes Mayawati.
Haryana will go to polls. with phase V witnessing & o2l 5 Koitier L AREG Vigaihi s v devotch'of s ehusing troobic to i BB Haryans s ‘witictting ‘e
Notably, States and UTs voter  turnout  of |Jharkand 4| Dhanbad, Grdih, Jamshedpur, contesting four seats, while Modi". Patra later clarified as well as the SP candidates ~direct fight between the
including Delhi, Haryana, - approximately “21s 5 ' the Cogress has ficided that _his remuk e but Akhileh Yadavhesded ruling BIP and opposition
Uttar  Pradesh, ,  cent. In the correspon Bihar 8 | Vaimiki Nagar, Paschim candidates in three seats as inadvertently made and SP candidate Ram Bhual Congress on most seats. The
lknklnnd. West Bengal and  phase diring the 2019 polls. ‘Champaran, Purvi per  the  seat-sharing expressed regret Nishad is ata greater loss.  key candidates arc Manohar
re likely 10 be voting -mzr turnout of 64.16 per | Sheohar, Vaishall, Gopaigan; (Sc), agreement. The BJP. which In Jammu and Kashmir, Verma threatens to divide Lal Khattar from the Karnal
e hottest conditions ~ cent was recorded as 51 seats 4 : won all seven seats of Delhi  polling in four of the five the OBC votes of the SP ne for
mrlnrllak Sabha poll s across seven staes went to Ao in the 2014 and 2019 Lok parliamentary seats having Sultanpur bifurcated from industrialist Naveen Jindal to
temperatures may touch 46  the | Odisha 6 | Sambalpur, Keonfhar (ST), Sabha elections, has dropped cnded peacefully, the focus  Amethi in. 2010. Varan battle it out in Kurukshetra.
degrees Ccllhu on that day The Cnn;uu did not win » Dhenkanal, Cuttack, Purl. all except Manoj Tiwar. has now shifted to the Gandhi was its first MP The Con, grcsx on the other
which means heatwave to of these 58 seats in h 2 The BIP’s poll campaign in reshaped Anantnag-Rajouri while Mancka swapped seats hand, has hedged its bets on
severe heatwave conditions the 2019 elections. In West Bégal | Tamiok Kanth, Ghatal, Jrargram, |  Delhh saw Modi addressing  constituency which with him in 2016 and is Raj Babbar against Union
are le. contrast, the BJP won 40, Pl Bty rallies  besides  witnessed four terror attacks ~ contesting for the second Munister and sitting MP Rao
A total of 889 candidates will  securing a vote re Medinapore, 3 canvassing Union i the last 30 days. consecutive time. Inderjit Singh in Gurugram.
be in the fny in the 58 Lok than 40 F« cent on 47 seats Mmmm Amn Shah, The constituency spread nn Varun joined the From Hisar, er Minister
Sabha seats. in the fast elmnm This Rajna Nitin ~ cither side of the campaigaing for her mother Ranjit Singh Chautala, an
clearly held a nlly in Punjab and alliance is “talking about G-:uum Smml Irani_and was. hursday. The Lok Sabha  Independent LA who
doesn't ;ﬁ" ving five PM. oyal and Chief to go to polls on May 7 but it seat of Azamgarh, a joined the BIP ahead of polls,
at the INDIA  years” Ml ot BIP-ruled was deferred to May 75 due o stronghold of the 4P with a s contesting_agaumst. two
On last dl‘ of m“{l‘x’ﬁn ‘cow hasn't  Modi also asserted that till States, including Yo adverse S alenion dooatte . Mol Yadey mnnbmuhﬁ:cfmmaam
gampaigning  Prime the fight over _ e salve, no one can snatch  Adityanath (Uttar Pradesh). the request of several purtes,  electorate, s witnessing
Minister has as the the reservation for Dalits Pusl Singh  Dhami _incuding the BIP, Apni party Dinesh Lol Yadax Nirahva LD’ Sumina Comstin
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ning ends for sixth phase polls in UP

mn&rﬁﬂﬂ! Eml’lll;*s:',h ; lﬁdﬂ;‘ﬁnmbuhdkdlnncs BJP and Khwn,a Pati Tripathi of the All India
, won 10 oat Iht4cm— arcin In Sultanpur, the Shamsuddin Trinamool Congress, support-
in 14 Lok ﬁ-_ stitnencies. The Behuian Samaj dmnlc?::ufamsﬁ B-sﬁislhemfof}hrish od by the INDIA Block.

= il term MP Maneka Gandhi Dwivedi of the BJP and Ram These electoral matchups
the BJP, Bhim Nishad Prasad oftheSP.In  showcase the diverse political
senting the SP, and j j, Neelam from hndsapenndudtfuvourd‘

Verma. ‘witnessesa BJPis pi in Uttar
S gt v S BPpiclagins Darpy democicyn Ut Pt
Gupta of the BJP and SP Singh  the stage for a veen  Officer Rinwa, a total
x g Dinesh Lal Yadav ‘Nirahua' of 162 candidates 146
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LS nolls; Phase V turnout
62.2 per cent says EC

—

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he voter turnout in the

fifth phase of Lok Sabha
polls held on Mdy 20 has now
climbed to 62.2 per cent, the
Elgction Commission (EC)
a said on Thursday with women

outnumbering men,
| According to an EC statement,
61.48 per cent of the registered
male voters turned up at the
ions as compared to

3 per cent of female electors.
In phase 5, 49 seats across six
sﬂﬁtand two union territories
polling where over
crore paople, including
, 4. .26 crore

ALY TG T DO e I A e

vote in West Bengal.
The poll body noted that

repolls at two polling stations
in the Ig:ndhamal parliamen-
ary constituency in Odisha
van‘i{ be concluded on Thursday

W iligher as com- and the figures “may” change

eh en in Bihar, accordm%f;,‘ once the data is
0 e ed for post-repoll.

the corresponding phase in

7 e 2019 polls, the turnout
vas registered at 61m
when 51 seats across seven
§ went to polls.

fourth phase stood at

69.16 per cent, 3,65 percentage
points higher than the corre-

g spén&ing phase in the 2019
: ntary elections.

P‘?Ee‘voter turnom‘ ‘ﬂgure for
e B o

© asagainst 69.64 per centin the

6 per ing general elections, a 66.14

Fox rding to the. Election
3 ‘G%sswn, the voter turnout

L

-

— e e A A

the third phase of polling in the
Lok Sabha elections was 65.68
per cent. In the third phase of
the 2019 elections, the turnout
was 68.4 per cent.

In the second phdse ot the
2024 elections, the turnout
was recorded at 66.71 per cent

second tPhase of the 2019 polls.
In the first phase of the ongo-

per cent turnout was recorded.

In the 2019 polls, the turnout
in the first phase was 69.43 per
cent. -

The poll panel has said the final
turnout will only be available
after the results, with the count-
ing of postal ballots and its
addition to the total voting per-
centage.
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